SONY MUSIC AND NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC LINK TO RELEASE UNIQUE ALBUM OF SOUTH PACIFIC MUSIC 

LONDON (Aug 2004) -- Sony Music International and National Geographic are combining to release the album from National Geographic's first ever music documentary Last Voices From Heaven. 

The CD, scheduled for release on September 6th 2004, contains indigenous music from the South Pacific recorded by producer Anthony Copping during a journey to over 300 islands and features 200 musicians performing in more than a hundred local languages. 

The documentary film Last Voices From Heaven will be broadcast on the National Geographic Channel which describes Copping's achievement as "the most dangerous journey ever undertaken in the search for indigenous music." 

British-born Australian resident Copping began travelling in the South Pacific over 15 years ago and released his first album of local music in 1997. His journey for Last Voices From Heaven involved travelling to the most remote villages by log canoe and through deep jungle. 

Recording ritual and ceremonial songs together with lullabies, laments and sacred spirit songs also brought him into contact with islanders armed with spears, guns and bows and arrows in addition to cyclones and erupting volcanoes. 

Copping, who was accompanied by Solomon Islands-born musician Pascal Oritaimae and one cameraman, says; "I wanted to preserve the music's integrity but also to create something in harmony with the modern world." 

Part of the proceeds from the album, which was completed in Copping's studio in Sydney, Australia and mixed in London by Adam Wren will go to the islanders of the South Pacific where Copping plans to establish a local music school. 
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